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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the development, guidelines and
measures that have been implemented to deal with land disputes stemming from 'the
Navy Base's 1922 Reserved Land' Decree between the Royal Thai Navy and residents
of Samae San Sub-district, Sattahip District of Chonburi Province. In addition, this
research also aimed to present approaches and integrative measures for addressing
such problems in the future. The research methods employed in this historical
qualitative research consisted of: documentary research, oral history, focus group
interviews, in-depth interviews as well as participatory and non-participatory
observation.

The findings from the research indicated that the land dispute problem during
the past century has developed into four phases including the early establishment of
the 1922 Reserved Land Decree, the land dispute with the entire Sattahip District in
Chonburi Province, the land dispute specifically in Samae San Sub-district of Sattahip
District, and the dispute over the 1922 Reserved Land in relevance to the Eastern
Economic Corridor (EEC) Development Plan. Furthermore, as for the guidelines and
measures in dealing with the land disputes in the past, it consisted of the guidelines
from the government sectors, guidelines purposed by the communities and counter-
approaches. However, the previous approaches have had certain limitations which still
have not been able to resolve the problerns of land disputes in the area.

Therefore, this research presented an integrative approach both in terms of
concepts and practices for the resolution of ‘the 1922 Reserved Land’ dispute and
management in Samae San Sub-district. The foremnost measure for resolution is the

identification process of land rights which completely considers legal, historical, and
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archaeological evidence to grant the ownership of land to the residents living in the
area before the establishment of Sattahip Naval Base. Likewise, a measure for land
leasing should be implemnented for a group of residents who do not have any issuance
of documents showing rights to land. Additionally, to initiate the sguideline and
measures, it should be considered as an urgent matter for the policymakers to set up
a special committee at the national level on ‘the Navy Base's 1922 Reserved Land'
dispute resolution, in which the body shall report directly to the Prime Minister, to

resolve and reconcile such conflicts over the land.
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