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Abstract

This research was aimed to study local residents’s opinions on causes of and solutions to
wild elephant problems in the Thailand-Cambodia border area in Bo Rai District Trat province. The
mixed method approach combining quantitative research and qualitative research was used in this
study. In the quantitative research, the 396 qualified voters were questionnaire respondents. In the
qualitative research, in-depth interviews with officials from the government sector and residents
from the citizen sector who have experiences in wild elephant solutions was applied to this study.

The findings revealed 3 main types of local residents’s opinions on causes of wild elephant
problems including 1) “Agree” level: forest drought 2) “Slightly agree” level: expanded residence
construction, forest encroachment for industrial crop cultivation, gemstone mining and quarry
3) “Uncertainty” level: large water source construction, international transport route- construction,
and natural disaster. The opinions on guidelines for wild clephant solutions were divided into 4 groups
including 1) “Agree” -leveI: compensation for damages caused by wild elephants from the government
sector according to government regulations, local residents’ participation in public activities relating
to wild elephant solutions, water source construction projects from the government sector 2) “Slightly
agree” level: removing wild elephants to new forest areas to be operated by the government sector,
setting up cruiser teams to chase away, monitor, and wam people about wild elephants, building
watchtowers with watchmen on duty, making artificial salt licks, promoting knowledge sharing and
budgets distributed for legal electric fence installation 3) “Uncertainty” level: promoting knowledge
sharing, budgets supported by the government sector for raising bees to chase away wild elephants,
budgets for community organizations to create food sources for wild elephants 4) “Disagree” level:
using invented materials to chase away wild elephants, abolishing the wild elephant protection law

as endangered wild animals.
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