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Abstract.

The objectives of this research were: to study the social and economic status of
stingless bee apiarists in Chanthaburi Province, to find their motivation for keeping stingless bees,
to find the source of information about stingless beekeeping, to study the related technology
management practices, and to study the problems they face and related suggestions for improvement.
The sample of 90 stingless bee apiarists was selected by using stratified random sampling. The research
tool used for data collecting was an interview form - the validity of which was approved for
accuracy by 5 professionals in the field. The data were statistically analyzed by: frequency,
percentage, mean and standard deviation.

The research found that stingless bee apiarists in Chanthaburi Province are: male, aged
41 - 50 years old, fruit farmers whose highest level of education is elementary school. Their primary
income comes from fruit farming and beekeeping is considered extra income. There are 3 - 4 members
in their families - one of whom helps with beekeeping so that additional employees are not
needed. They are members of a beekeeping group. Individually, they own between 1 - 10 Rai of
land on which they placed between 1 - 10 stingless bee hives, had 1 - 3 years of experience as
beekeepers and contacted government agricultural officials once or twice a year. The equipment
used for beekeeping costs less than 500 baht per hive and consists of a wooden box placed on a
metal stand that is kept stationary until harvested and sold. The motivations of the beekeepers
were: to help pollinate the area, to avoid the use of chemicals, and to try new things. The source
of information about beekeeping was the government agriculture officials from the Chanthaburi
Agricultural Extension and Development Center. Technology was used in the management of
beekeeping in preparedness, general management, reproduction and harvesting at a high level.

Problems encountered included beekeepers neglected some steps of the available technology.





